
Annual Report 2013 

At Dudley Park Primary School we are fostering a 
school community that is built on respectful partnerships 
with links between home and school being highly 
valued.  Our dynamic, professional staff cater for the 
individual needs of each student through a child centred 
approach to learning.  We challenge students and set 
high expectations for achievement through transparent 
and inclusive decision making supported by exemplary 
professional learning.  We focus on the whole child to 
ensure we support physical, cultural, moral and 
intellectual development. 

Our Mission 

Highlights of 2013 

The Arts 
Glee Club replaced choir in 2013 and provided students 
with the opportunity to create their own performances 
within a given theme or topic.  The Glee Club performed 
at several school and community events.  Dudley Park’s 
Got Talent attracted a record number of students who 
showed a variety of performance skills.  Our drumming 
program was expanded and incorporated performances 
at other schools.  Both the Aboriginal Dance Group and 
the Maori Cultural group performed spectacularly on a 
variety of occasions. 

Academic Success 
Excellent achievement on NAPLAN assessments, in 
particular by Aboriginal students, was rewarded by the 
Education Department with funding for a Science High 
Achievers program at our school.  Our best performing 
average NAPLAN scores were recorded on Reading 
and Writing assessments.  Targeted assistance was 
provided for students who required a little extra help 
through a variety of literacy based programs that saw 
those students dramatically improve, especially in 
Reading and Spelling.  

Independent Public School (IPS) 
Our first year as an IPS saw our council transition to a 
School Board that was comprised of staff and parents.  
David Templeman MLA and Liz Stor (Bendigo Bank 
Board) also joined the school board.  Managing our own 
recruitment processes meant that we were able to make  
many of our excellent teachers permanent staff 
members and we recruited one additional teacher for a 
new Pre-Primary class.  Our first Business Plan was 
published and we took advantage of greater autonomy 
over our finances in planning for our future needs. 

Sporting Pursuits 
The interschool cricket team were crowned champions 
to and the interschool soccer team finished runners up.  
The table tennis skills developed in our centre were on 
show during two successful interschool challenges.  
Rugby continued to grow at Dudley Park with 
participation in three different competitions. 

Facilities Improvements 
We conducted a full audit of all playground equipment 
and commenced an upgrade program that included the 
purchase of new equipment for the Kindergarten and 
Pre-Primary play area.  Additional resources were 
purchased for the Rec Centre and our school oval was 
returfed and reticulated at the end of the year.    

Curriculum Initiatives 

Literacy & Numeracy Instruction 
We implemented a whole school daily mental maths 
block.  A new computer based spelling diagnostic tool 
assisted teachers in specifically targeting the individual 
needs of each student.  Staff began training to use 
Guided Reading in their classrooms based on grouping 
students according to their specific reading abilities as 
informed by levelled PM Reading Assessments.  The 
Lexile Reading program was successful in engaging 
strong and reluctant readers.  Our Oral Language 
program ran across Kindergarten to Year 2 with the 
support of the Peel Language Development School. 

National Partnership Funding 
Federal funding was used to specifically target 
improvements in Reading and Numeracy in 2013.  
Students from Year 2—7 were cross set according to 
their specific stage of learning and needs in each of 
these curriculum areas and were supported with 
additional teachers and education assistants.  Teachers 
met and planned collaboratively to deliver targeted 
Reading and Numeracy interventions.  Students 
assessed in Years 3, 5 and 7 performed significantly 
well in both of these areas on national assessments 
(NAPLAN). 

“Achieve Your Dreams” 

Youth Pathways 
New equipment including pool tables, air hockey, 
electronic basketball and Foosball were added to the 
Rec. Centre which opened every lunch and recess to 
record numbers of students.  Attendance, excellent 
behaviour and a commitment to our school uniform 
were rewarded with regular prize draws.  Our vegetable 
garden project grew and the Wirrpanda Foundation 
worked with separate boys and girls groups weekly 
throughout the year to develop social and emotional 
resiliency and healthy lifestyles.  

Community Development 
The manager of our Child & Parent Centre commenced 
mapping the needs of our community in anticipation of 
the doors opening in 2014.    Our NAIDOC celebration 
day was a highlight of the year and Community 
Breakfasts were again well attended.  Our Family       
Lap-a-thon day was a hit with the school community. 

Our Vision 
 

“Success for 
everyone through a 

commitment to 
excellence and 

innovation in a safe 
and caring school 

community.” 
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Academic Achievement 

Demonstrating Progression 
The chart to the right shows the progress and 
achievement made by students who sat the NAPLAN 
tests in 2013.  Achievement refers to the average score 
achieved and progression relates to the overall gains 
made by students from when they last sat the test two 
years ago.  This chart compares us to our ’like schools’ 
which is a good measure of our expected performance.  
 
The dots that appear in the top right corner mean that we 
made better progress and had better average scores than 
our ‘like schools’.   
 
We will target improvements in  Numeracy through a new 
approach to explicitly teaching mental mathematics skills 
every day at a certain time across the whole school.   
 
Overall, these results are cause for celebration with 
most assessments showing high progress or high 
achievement. 
 

NAPLAN Standards 
The following tables represent the proportion of  2013 Year 3, 5 and 7 students who achieved above the National  
Minimum Standard in NAPLAN testing at Dudley Park Primary School and at schools with a similar socioeconomic 
index—’like schools’.  Figures represented in green show Dudley Park’s performance being better than equivalent 
like schools.  Our students outperformed ‘like schools on 6 of the 15 assessment.   

Mathematics Dudley Park PS Like Schools 

Year 3 61% 69% 

Year 5 53% 54% 

Year 7 63% 55% 

Reading Dudley Park PS Like Schools 

Year 3 60% 65% 

Year 5 78% 73% 

Year 7 65% 56% 

Grammar Dudley Park PS Like Schools 

Year 3 74% 66% 

Year 5 67% 70% 

Year 7 50% 50% 

Writing Dudley Park PS Like Schools 

Year 3 74% 76% 

Year 5 66% 66% 

Year 7 51% 48% 

Spelling Dudley Park PS Like Schools 

Year 3 66% 70% 

Year 5 68% 74% 

Year 7 59% 65% 

Monitoring Science and Society and Environment Achievement Standards 
State achievement standards in the Science and Society & Environment learning areas are measured for Year 5 and 
7 students each year.  The following table shows the percentage of students achieving at or above the expected 
state standard.  Year 5 students tested in 2011 were tested again as Year 7s in 2013.  This assessment will no 
longer be conducted across the state which means that we will need to set future improvement targets based on 
student grade allocations. 

We celebrated significant gains in both individual 
scores and school averages on many of the 2013 
NAPLAN tests with the Year 3, 5 and 7 cohorts, all 
achieving some pleasing results.  Our achievement 
targets for 2014 are set around improvements 
compared to like schools and this will continue to be 
the case until three years of improved sustained 
achievement has been recorded.  At this time we will 
reset targets based on state and national averages. 

S-Spelling  GP-Grammar & Punctuation R-Reading  N-Numeracy W-Writing 
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Academic Achievement 

Teacher Judgements 
Teacher judgements form the basis of reports sent home to parents at the end of each semester.  Teachers work 
together to ensure that they have a consistent approach to allocating grades across the school.  Grade  
allocations have been represented at Years 3, 5 and 7 in the school priority areas of Mathematics English and  
Science. 

Grades:  Green-A  Blue-B  Yellow-C Red-D  Pink-E 

 
The information represented in these graphs assists 
planning in priority areas for 2014.  We have been 
focussed on moving some of the large number of 
students achieving ’C’ grades in Science to ’B’ grades 
and this was achieved in 2013.  We acknowledge the 
higher proportion of  ‘D’ grades allocated in 
Mathematics and Year 3 English.  In 2014 we will 
specifically target support for these students and 
support teachers with professional learning in these 
areas.   

Priority Learning Areas 

Targets set for 2014 
In 2014 we will be focussing on improving our spelling results across the whole school through the use of an 
analytical tool, Words Their Way,  that will identify the specific spelling needs of individual students.  We have 
identified the need to improve our students’ mental calculation skills and will be implementing a whole school mental 
maths block at the same time across the whole school each day.  Our Kindergarten and Pre-Primary Teachers will 
teach mathematics in a whole new way that we anticipate will improve mathematics results when students are 
tested in Year 3 NAPLAN assessments.  All of our improvement targets, detailed in our operational plans, are 
based on individual students’ names which allows us to have conversations with teachers about the individual 
progress of these students. 

Non-Academic Achievement 

Attitude Behaviour & Effort 
Student report data shows that students are improving their ability to set and monitor goals.  In 2013 we provided 
students with goal setting diaries and explicitly taught these skills.  A reduction in school suspension data indicated 
a higher level of classroom engagement and a reduction in antisocial playground behaviour.   The whole school 
Advanced Standing program encouraged students to show exemplary behaviour and students achieving this status 
participated in a variety of reward activities in our Rec Centre.  Our Positive Behaviour Support (PBS) team was 
formed and worked with families, staff and students to create four simple behaviour expectations at our school: 
Achieve, Safety, Respect & Friendly.  We now have better behaviour data collection and analysis processes and 
will look to create a specific ‘behaviour curriculum’ for our school. 

Attendance  
We continued to focus on improving school attendance 
through the Youth Pathways and rewards program.  
Individual case management was given to over 30 students 
with individual daily attention.  We made gains in the rate of 
attendance for our Aboriginal students but still remain 
behind state averages for the whole school population.  We 
received acknowledgement from the Regional Executive 
Director for the reductions we made in the number of 
students at ‘severe educational risk’ through non-
attendance at school. 



Community Engagement 
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Community Satisfaction 
A larger sample of school surveys was sent out in 2013  
compared to 2012 but again, unfortunately, the 
response to the surveys was extremely limited.    We 
did have an excellent response to our PBS survey that 
was conducted in person with parents and the P&C.  It 
helped us shape our four PBS expected behaviours 
(Achieve, Safety, Respect & Friendly).  A national online 
school satisfaction survey will become compulsory for 
schools in 2014 and our School Board will examine 
ways of increasing the rate of response to our surveys. 

Annual Budget & Accounts 

2014 Directions 
Significant funding cuts to all schools in 2014 will mean 
that astute financial planning will be required over the 
next few years.  We will be investing in an iPad trial in the 
Kindergarten and Pre-Primary classes and plan to 
upgrade wireless internet facilities across the school.  
National Partnership funding, which has been around 
$380 000 per year for the last four years, ceases half way 
through 2014.  We will continue to develop partnerships 
with private and community organisiations. 

Directions for 2014 & Beyond 

At the end of 2014 our Year 6 and 7 students will all transition to high school.  This will mean that in 2015 Year 6 
students will be the eldest in our school.  This will have implications on the allocation of staff and resources.  We have 
experienced an increase in enrolments in Kindergarten and Pre-Primary for 2014 and expect this to be the case again in 
2015. 
 
Staff professional development will be based around continuing to improve mathematics instruction, cooperative learning 
and the teaching of guided reading across the school.  We have developed, over the past two years, an excellent data 
base of student achievement information that will improve planning and teaching based on the individual needs of 
students. 
 
We look forward to growing Positive Behaviour Support in our school.  Look out for the four expected behaviours around 
the school in 2014. 
 
The planned opening of our Child and Parent Centre in September 2014 is an excellent opportunity for the school to 
work closely with families and children before they start Kindergarten.  The centre will provide health and community 
development services along with structured playgroups and family support programs. 
 
2014 will be our second year as an Independent Public School.  Our school board will grow and looks forward to 
welcoming Liz Stor, a board member of the Halls Head Community Bank to it’s membership.  At the end of 2015 we will 
participate in an external review conducted by the Department of Educational Services that will provide feedback on the 
extent to which we achieved the targets set out in our Business Plan. 

School Council and Parents & Citizens Association 
Our P&C worked with the community to bring a fresh 
new school uniform design on board for 2014.  Fund 
raising efforts supported our school canteen and a 
number of social and sporting initiatives within the 
school.  Participation in both meetings and volunteering 
at events, including the school discos, continued to 
grow.  The Mothers Day and Fathers Day stalls were a 
huge success.  Thank you to all of the families and 
community members who supported our students 
through the P&C in 2013. 


